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THE  LIFE  OF  WILLIAM 
PENN  ILLUSTRATED 

The  inception  and  early  history  of  Pennsylvania  is  closely  inter- 
woven with  the  life,  beliefs,  and  aspirations  of  one  man,  William  Penn, 
the  founder  of  Pennsylvania.  William  Penn,  a convert  to  the  Society  of 
Friends  (Quakerism),  felt  compelled  to  provide  a haven  for  perse- 
cuted Friends  and  for  other  Christians  during  the  Restoration  period, 
following  King  Charles  M’s  return  to  the  throne.  The  Pennsylvania 
Charter,  signed  on  March  4,  1861,  relieved  King  Charles  of  a debt  he 
owed  Admiral  Sir  William  Penn,  who  was  Penn’s  father  and  the  King’s 
personal  friend,  and  simultaneously  rid  England  of  a large  number  of 
“religious  dissidents.” 

William  Penn  was  eminently  qualified  to  fill  his  role  as  founder  of 
Pennsylvania.  Penn’s  studies  in  law  and  the  classics,  his  experience 
as  administrator  of  his  father’s  estate  in  Ireland  and  as  courier  to  the 
King,  and  his  later  trusteeship  of  the  colonial  Jerseys  (now  New  Jer- 
sey) provided  him  with  an  excellent  background  for  his  task  in  Penn- 
sylvania. His  Charter  of  Liberties  or  First  Frame  of  Government  was  a 
model  for  constitutional  government.  Although  sole  proprietor,  Wil- 
liam Penn  relinquished  his  dictatorial  powers  in  favor  of  representa- 
tive government  in  Pennsylvania. 

William  Penn  personally  oversaw  the  plans  for  Philadelphia,  his 
“City  of  Brotherly  Love.”  He  also  took  special  care  in  planning  his 
country  estate,  which  he  named  Pennsbury  Manor.  Unfortunately 
Penn  had  little  time  to  spend  in  Pennsylvania  since  the  affairs  of  his 
colony  required  his  presence  in  England.  Pennsbury  Manor  has  been 
re-created  and  is  administered  as  a historic  site  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  and  isopen  to  visitors. 

The  following  aids  in  the  study  of  William  Penn  may  be  purchased 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  Box 
1026,  Harrisburg  17120:  William  Penn:  Architect  of  a Nation,  by 
John  B.  B.  Trussell;  William  Penn’s  Dream  House,  a leaflet  by  Cath- 
erine Owens  Peare;  Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet  ^26,  “William  Penn 
in  Pennsylvania”;  and  a free  folder  on  Pennsbury  Manor. 

Unless  otherwise  credited,  photographs  used  in  The  Life  of  William 
Penn  Illustrated  are  from  the  collections  of  the  Pennsylvania  His- 
torical and  Museum  Commission. 

Andrew  S.  Babinchak 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 
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The  Penn  Coat  of  Arms 

Admiral  Sir  William  Penn,  father  of  William  Penn,  founder  of 
Pennsylvania,  chose  the  motto  “Dum  Clavum  Teneam”  for  his  family 
coat  of  arms.  The  words,  “I  will  hold  my  tiller  true,"  were  proverbial 
among  Roman  seamen  and  have  been  interpreted  to  mean  that  true 
achievement  lies  not  in  worldly  advancement  but  in  unfailing  per- 
sonal integrity. 


Courtesy  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


William  Penn’s  Father 

Admiral  Sir  William  Penn,  a captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  was 
knighted  by  Charles  II  after  the  King’s  return  from  exile  and  was  later 
appointed  naval  commissioner.  From  Parliament  Penn  received  the 
unique  title  “General  of  the  Seas.”  Sir  William  Penn  expected  his 
son  William  to  pursue  similar  ambitions. 


No.  3. 


INTERIOR  OF  CHIGWELL  SCHOOL. 


Courtesy  Historical  Society 


Education  of  William  Penn 

William  Penn  received  much  of  his  early  education  at  Chigwell 
School  near  his  family  home.  Later  he  enrolled  at  Oxford  University 
as  a “gentleman  commoner”  and  at  Lincoln’s  Inn,  where  he  studied 
law.  When  traveling  on  the  Continent  he  spent  a year  at  the  Protestant 
Academy  of  Saumur,  which  influenced  his  religious  thinking. 
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Admiral  Penn’s  Ship 

The  “Royal  Charles”  was  Admiral  Sir  William  Penn's  ship.  Dur- 
ing Britain’s  war  with  Holland,  his  son  William  served  aboard  the 
“Royal  Charles”  for  a brief  time. 


Courtesy  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


William  Penn  in  Armor 

William  Penn  had  his  portrait  painted  in  armor  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  He  served  briefly  in  the  military  under  the  Earl  of  Arran 
in  restoring  order  to  the  garrison  of  Carrickfergus  in  Ireland.  At  this 
time  Penn  met  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  including  Thomas 
Loe,  who  was  to  greatly  influence  his  life. 


Courtesy  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


Founder  of  the  Quakers 

William  Penn  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  before  he  met  George  Fox,  founder  of  the  Quaker 
faith.  The  men  became  close  friends  and  carried  on 
religious  activities  in  the  New  World  as  well  as  in  Europe 
and  the  British  Isles. 


Courtesy  Hampton  L.  Carson  Collection,  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia 


Imprisonment 

William  Penn  was  imprisoned  several  times  in  New- 
gate Prison  for  his  preaching  at  Quaker  meetings.  At 
the  time,  the  Restoration  movement,  through  which  the 
royal  family  was  restored  to  the  British  throne,  was  cast- 
ing official  suspicion  on  anyone  who  was  not  in  accord 
with  the  Anglican  church.  During  his  first  trial,  Penn 
championed  a principal,  which  ultimately  prevailed, 
broadening  the  prerogative  of  the  jury  and  freeing  it  from 
possible  coercion  by  the  court. 


Courtesy  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


Gulielma,  Penn’s  First  Wife 

Gulielma  Maria  Springett  Penn,  William  Penn’s  first  wife,  was  a 
devout  Quaker.  They  had  seven  children  in  almost  twenty-two  years 
of  married  life.  Gulielma  Penn  never  saw  the  New  World.  She  was 
to  join  her  husband  in  Pennsylvania  during  his  first  trip  (he  arrived  in 
1682),  but  boundary  disputes  cut  short  his  stay  and  compelled  his 
return  to  England  in  1684.  (Painting  is  not  fully  authenticated.) 


Charles  II 

William  Penn  petitioned 
King  Charles  II  for  land  in 
the  New  World  where  he 
could  give  refuge  to  perse- 
cuted Quakers  and  estab- 
lish what  he  called  a holy 
experiment.  His  experiment 
was  to  be  a Christian  soci- 
ety based  on  law  and  guar- 
anteeing religious  liberty, 
personal  rights,  and  an 
elected  Assembly.  The  King 
signed  the  Charter  on  March 
4,  1681,  dissolving  a debt 
he  owed  Penn’s  father;  and 
on  April  2,  1681,  the  crea- 
tion of  Pennsylvania  was 
officially  proclaimed. 
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Charter  of  Pennsylvania 

The  first  page  of  the  Charter  of  1681,  which  granted  William  Penn 
a large  tract  of  land,  named  “Pennsylvania”  by  King  Charles  II  in 
honor  of  Penn’s  father.  The  royal  patent  or  charter  drawn  up  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  for  the  Affairs  of  Trade  & Plantations 
consists  of  a preamble  and  twenty-three  articles.  The  original  four- 
page  document  is  on  display  in  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum 
in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 


A Bond  of  Friendship 

An  engraving  of  artist  Benjamin  West’s  painting,  “William  Penn’s 
Treaty  with  the  Indians.”  Although  Penn  was  granted  land  rights  by 
the  Charter  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  careful  to  purchase  rights  to  the 
land  from  the  Indians.  The  deep  respect  that  developed  between 
Penn  and  the  Indians  encouraged  peaceful  relations  with  Pennsyl- 
vania for  many  years. 
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Courtesy  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


William  Penn 

William  Penn  in  1696  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  before 
his  second  voyage  to  Pennsylvania,  as  painted  by 
Francis  Place. 


Hannah  Callowhill, 
Penn’s  Second  Wife 

William  Penn's  second 
wife,  Hannah  Callowhill, 
and  daughter  Letitia  ac- 
companied Penn  on  his 
second  voyage  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1699  to  1701.  John, 
“the  American,”  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  was  one  of 
seven  children  of  his  sec- 
ond marriage.  After  William 
Penn  died,  Hannah  very 
capably  managed  the  Prov- 
ince until  1726. 


Penn’s  Philadelphia  Home 

On  his  second  visit  to  Pennsylvania  in  1699,  William  Penn  occu- 
pied his  Slate  Roof  House  in  Philadelphia  with  his  wife  and  daughter 
until  the  spring  of  1700,  when  they  moved  to  Pennsbury  Manor.  John 
Penn,  “the  American,”  was  born  in  the  Slate  Roof  House.  It  was 
razed  in  1867. 


Pennsbury  Manor 

Pennsbury  Manor,  the  country  estate  William  Penn  personally 
planned  on  the  Delaware  River  in  Bucks  County,  was  occupied  by 
Penn,  his  second  wife  Hannah,  daughter  Letitia,  and  infant  son  John 
from  1700  to  1701.  Unfortunately  Penn  had  to  return  to  England 
never  to  see  Pennsylvania  again.  The  estate  fell  into  ruin  and  has 
since  been  re-created  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission.  Located  about  twenty-four  miles  northeast  of  Philadel- 
phia, it  is  open  daily  to  visitors. 
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Final  Resting  Place 

William  Penn  died  on  July  30,  1718,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 
He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Friends  Meeting  in  Jordans, 
England,  beside  his  first  wife  Gulielma  and  his  children.  His  second 
wife,  Hannah,  who  died  in  1726,  is  buried  here  also. 
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Courtesy  Chester  County  Historical  Society 

Thomas  Penn,  Proprietor 

Thomas  Penn,  born  to  William  and  Hannah  Penn 
in  1702,  eventually  inherited  three  quarters  of  William 
Penn’s  proprietorship  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  held 
until  his  death  in  1775.  From  1732  until  he  returned  to 
England  in  1741,  he  managed  the  proprietorship  in 
Philadelphia. 


Courtesy  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


The  Statue  on  City  Hall 

This  statue  of  William  Penn  was  created  by  Alexander  M.  Calder, 
is  thirty-seven  feet  in  height,  and  appropriately  adorns  the  top  of  City 
Hall  in  Penn  Square,  Philadelphia.  The  photograph  shows  the  statue 
before  it  was  raised  into  position  in  November,  1894. 
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